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Mid Week Group Material,  23 September 2018 (week 3)
Theme for week: The Church – In Christ
Bible Base:  Ephesians Chapters 1-3 (1: 3-10 & 3: 2-11 read in church)
Overview
During this series as are exploring together:
WHY does Christ Church Exist? (Purpose)
HOW should we be as Christ Church? (Values)
WHAT should we be doing? (Action)

This week we are going to look at the church from a different perspective to the previous two weeks, it will be like taking a breath-taking ‘bird’s eye view’ of God’s plan for His church.  This is a week to dream dreams for the church and to get excited about all God intends for His church.
To do this we are using Ephesians chapters 1-3
Ice Breaker (10 mins) – 2 ideas, choose one or other, or feel free to do something different!
Discuss in pairs a time you have seen a view from a high point eg on the London Eye, climbing a mountain, standing at top of high building.  How did it feel?  What do you see differently being high up?
Draw a picture of what you think would be the ‘Perfect Church’ - this is not a time to be realistic – dream dreams, money no object, be creative!
Bible Study (25 mins)
Read together Ephesians Chapters 1 to 3v13.  If possible read it out loud with different people reading a few verses each.  At the end pause and ask:
· What strikes you about these chapters of Paul’s letter?  
· How does it make you feel about God, yourself & the church?

Discuss some of these questions either in 2s/3s, or as a whole group:
· From these chapters what do we see as God’s plan for the Church?
· What do you think being ‘in Christ’ means practically for us individually, as a church community, for the church worldwide?
· What does it mean for us to be “blessed in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ?” (Eph 1:3)
· How do we explore the riches of Christ?  Are we content to stay in the hallways of the great palace?
· What difference does it make to our life together as church the recognition that:                      “It is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.”  Ephesians 2:8
· What cultural, racial & religious differences do we have to overcome today to enable the building of this beautiful, multicoloured church Paul describes. (Eph 2: 19-22 & 3:10)
· In these chapters what do we see as the essentials for being church?
Listening Prayer (5 mins)	
Spend 5 minutes in silence, each member asking God to speak by his Spirit, and to shed light on “Why Does Christ Church Abingdon exist?” and “How is God calling us to be His church?” (across both LF and NCR)
The Holy Spirit particularly speaks through the Scriptures, so part of the pondering will be over the passages you’ve already looked at. But God may give other words/ pictures too.
For some group members this may be a new way of praying, so put them at ease. One suggestion is that they pray silently (God please speak to me about your purpose for Christ Church Abingdon), keeping their eyes open looking at the passages you’ve used. What are they drawn to as they pray?

Share and Discuss (20 mins)
1. From that time of prayer, what do you believe God is saying as to Why Christ Church exists and How God is calling us to be church? 
2. Following on from reading Ephesians & listening to God what do you think are the priorities for Christ Church in order to be more of the church that God intends? 
3. Is there anything else you want to note that God may be saying?
Capture Your Conclusions 
You might find it helpful to use the summary table below to record the conclusions of the life group (and this discussion will continue into the forthcoming weeks).

	Why does              Christ Church exist?
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	How is God calling Christ Church to be church?

	What are the priorities for Christ Church in order to be              the Church – In Christ?





Intercessory Prayer  (remainder of the session)
Spend the last part of the meeting praying for each other and the worldwide church – good resources/videos/prayer ideas can be found at www.opendoorsuk.org 

Finish by praying Paul’s prayer in Eph 3: 14-21 – pray it out loud all together
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